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The Greens’ response to Friends of Queen Victoria Market questions 
 
 
8 October 2020 
 
Dear Friends of Queen Victoria Market, 
 
As a member of the Queen Victoria Market Committee of Trustees, Vic Market shopper and 
local resident, I am delighted to answer your questions on behalf of the Greens team. 
 
You asked: 
 
If elected, what will you do to preserve the market's living cultural and social heritage and to 
support current and future small businesses in the market? 
 
Our track record is already strong on the market’s social and cultural heritage, and on 
support for traders. Though The Greens were never the proponents of the Renewal 
program, we: 

1. Amended the renewal masterplan: instead of H and I sheds becoming an outdoor 
dining area as proposed, we required that they forever remain for fresh fruit and 
vegetable trading.1 

2. Applied a ‘no construction zone’ buffer around the Aboriginal Cemetery.2 

3. Established the Trader Support Fund (‘Trader Connect’) to assist traders to 
successfully operate, grow and innovate their businesses throughout the renewal 
program.3 

4. Proposed the Market Square Charter to ensure that the uses and management of 
the new open space meet community expectations and respect the heritage of the 

 
1 https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/about-council/committees-meetings/meeting-
archive/MeetingAgendaItemAttachments/755/13578/EXTRACT%20OF%20MINUTES%207.2.1.1.pdf p.14 
2 https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/about-council/committees-meetings/meeting-
archive/MeetingAgendaItemAttachments/755/13578/EXTRACT%20OF%20MINUTES%207.2.1.1.pdf p.13 
3 https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/about-council/committees-meetings/meeting-
archive/MeetingAgendaItemAttachments/751/13510/AUG16%20CCL%20AGENDA%20ITEM%207.1.pdf  
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market.4 I wrote the final amendments to the Charter which Cr Watts moved, and 
the Friends of Queen Victoria Market acknowledged our joint efforts.5 

5. Supported the market’s listing on the State and National Heritage Registers. 

6. Called for the creation of a Statement of Shareholder Expectations,6 and insisted on 
the inclusion of language to direct QVM Pty Ltd to, among other things: 

a. “Recognise and protect the market’s original and primary role as a fresh food 
market.” 

b. “Ensure trading and retail space supports independent retail and small to 
medium sized businesses, not large chains or supermarkets.” 

c. “Demonstrate stewardship in preserving the Market as one of the great open 
air markets of the world, retaining its heritage, traditions, unique offer, 
diverse community of market traders, gritty atmosphere and authenticity 
into the future.”  

d. “Work collaboratively with the City of Melbourne, traders and the 
community to ensure the historic and pre and post European cultural 
heritage of the market is preserved.” 

7. Supported the waiving of licence fees from QVM Pty Ltd to City of Melbourne for the 
duration of the Renewal period. 

The Greens will continue to listen, react and engage with traders, the market community 
and QVM Pty Ltd to ensure that while the Council seeks solutions that guarantee the 
market’s long term success, those solutions always respect the “heritage, traditions, unique 
offer, diverse community of market traders, gritty atmosphere and authenticity into the 
future.” 
 
You asked: 
 
If elected, are you prepared to reconsider City of Melbourne’s QVM Renewal Plan?   In 
particular, are you willing to revisit and vote against the plans to remove all vehicles from 
the market, including Queen St? 
 
We agree with the Friends of Queen Victoria Market’s position in 2016, where you argued 
to the planning panel on planning scheme amendment c245, supported by the expert 
witness that you called, that the carpark’s rezoning to Public Park and Recreation Zone is 
appropriate for the land.7 
 
We disagree with the revised position of the Friends of Queen Victoria Market that the land 
should not be used for public park and recreation purposes.  
 

 
4 https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/building-and-development/urban-planning/local-area-planning/queen-
victoria-market-precinct-renewal-plan/project-planning-framework/pages/public-open-space.aspx  
5 https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofQueenVictoriaMarket/posts/3177951895598319  
6 https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/about-council/committees-meetings/meeting-
archive/MeetingAgendaItemAttachments/790/14143/AUG17%20CCL%20AGENDA%20ITEM%206.9.pdf  
7 https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/SiteCollectionDocuments/c245-qvm-panel-report-12-july-2016.pdf p.101 
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Your question suggests that all vehicles are being removed from the market. This is 
incorrect. New underground parking to offset existing parking is being built in the Munro 
and Southern Development sites (which will result in carparks being the same average 
distance from the trading sheds as is currently the case), with the Southern Development 
site still to go through planning, meaning that ceiling heights to ensure vans and trucks can 
be catered for are still able to be designed. 
 
The new public open space at Market Square is a once in a generation opportunity to build 
significant public space in the heart of the city, to reduce the urban heat island effect, and 
to bring even more people to the market precinct for the benefit of traders. 
 
You asked: 
 
If elected, what will you do to improve the transparency and accountability of the QVM 
Board and the Market management? 
 
In 2018 in competing for the Lord Mayoralty I pledged that, if elected, I would seek to 
“Review the QVM Pty Ltd constitution, particularly the remit and structure of the board of 
directors. Place directors with direct trader and small business experience on the board, and 
properly resource and support a genuine Trader Representative Committee.”8 
 
While the board has been reviewed – in that it has been reduced – and small business 
expertise is now found on the board, we still have not had the meaningful and 
comprehensive review that is needed, I believe. 
 
A governance review amid such extraordinary change is something I believe should happen 
as a matter of good practice and should not be taken as a criticism of the current Chair and 
Directors who do extraordinary work in difficult circumstances. 
 
The Council also needs to work harder to support its subsidiary; clear communication, 
reporting and policy review are shared responsibilities. 
 
Kind regards, 
 

 
Cr Rohan Leppert 
Lead Greens Councillor candidate 

 
8 https://melbournecitygreens.com/2018/04/24/breaking-the-vic-market-deadlock/  


